


South American Theft Groups (SATGs)

• Tourists on visas 

• Organized crime group

• Comprised of many nationalities

• Very skilled at their craft

• Have hit neighborhoods all over the country, to include many southern California counties
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Modus Operandi

Method of Operation of the crime

• Using the rear yard as the primary entry point

• Forcing entry into the second story master bedroom by way of glass door/window break

• Quickly searching through the nightstand drawers and master closet

• Almost exclusively taking items of jewelry, cash and sometimes expensive handbags or 
small safes

• Occurred as early as dusk and generally before midnight

• Nearly every case, the residence backs up to a path, greenbelt or other undeveloped area 
which aids in an undetected approach and escape.
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What is happening behind the scenes?

• Follow-up on crimes which occurred in San Clemente 

• Work with the OC Crime Lab in search of evidence (fingerprints or 
DNA, that may help develop investigative leads)

• Worked with Crime Analysis Bureau, to develop data and maps that 
show the location, date, day and time these crimes have occurred 

• Install FLOCK cameras throughout the city 

• San Clemente Police Services will soon have our own drone 
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What can you do to protect home ? 
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Going on vacation ? 
Don’t post on social 

media 



Window Security Film
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Importance of bolting down safes
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• A person or vehicle in same place for unusual length of time
• A person looking into cars or trying door handles
• A person looking into windows of homes
• A person carrying or transporting unusual valuable objects
• Screaming/Shouting
• Sounds of Bullets
• Active Alarms
• Sound of Broken Glass
• Loud music
• Sound of someone being struck or hit
• Unknown suspicious vehicles
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EMERGENCY 9-1-1
(or crime in progress) 

or

Non-Emergency

(949) 770-6011

English press: 1, 9 & 1  
Spanish press: 2, 9  & 1 

(You can remain anonymous!) 11

Questions


